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UM REPRESENTED AT WHITE HOUSE BRIEFING
ON PROPOSED PANAMA CANAL TREATY

IMMEDIATELY

+

by
Steve Johnson
UM Information Services
MISSOULA-Four Missoulians were among 150 persons from eight western states invited to a
White House briefing on the proposed Panama Canal treaty

Saturday, Oct. 22,in Denver,

Colo.
Three University of Montana faculty members--Or. Leo Lott, professor of political
science; Maxine

c.

Johnson, director of the UM Bureau of Business and Economic Research,

and Dr. K. Ross Toole, professor of history--attended the briefing.

Also in attendance

was former Montana Democratic committeewoman Frances Merriam.
President Carter and members of his staff gave briefings on two issues, water and
the proposed canal treaty.

The Missoulians attended the latter briefing.

Members of the president's staff made up a panel which discussed the global aspects
of the treaty, and included presidential assistants Zbigniew Brzezinski and Sol M. Linowitz,
Defense Secretary Harold Brown and Gen. George Brown, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

Brzezinski and Linowitz discussed the history, terms and negotiations of the treaty,

while Sec. Brown and Gen. Brown discussed the military aspects.

President Carter also

gave a brief talk on the personal importance to him of treaty ratification.
Lott . said the objective of the panel was to "clear up distorted emotional issues and
set misconceptions to rest" concerning the canal treaty.

He said the panel stressed six

global objectives with relationship to Panama, one of which stated that a failure to
ratify the treaty would sensitize radical movements throughout the world.
would offset the recent decrease in radicalism, which he termed "healthy."
-more-

Lott said this
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•
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He said the admirtistration stressed that the canal treaty is not a "giveaway" and that
all money spent in meeting the terms of the treaty would come from operating revenue of
the Panama Canal Company, an organization set up by Americans but now independently
run by Panamanians,

After the panel finished its discussions, the President answered

questions for about 20 minutes.
Lott, who said he was apparently invited to the briefing because of his lectures on
Latin America and a recent Missoulian interview on the canal, termed the briefing "very
worthwhile."

He said the president, as well as the other panelists, answered "objectionable

questions very politely."
Lott said his basic feeling about opposition to the treaty is that it is a "gut
reaction that we are being ripped off."

He said the persons who oppose the treaty are

generally not acquainted with the complexity of the issue and do not understand the
importance of the U.S •. maintaining its delicate relationship with Latin American countries.
this
"My opinion is that I
country's prestige and stature will be enhanced, and not
destroyed if the treaty is ratified," he said.

He cited

u.s.

pledges of fairness, justice

and concern and said the treaty is a "test of whether we can live up to the test we have
set."
He said citizens' committees are currently in the process of being formed in each
state to counteract :he myths about the trea".:.y ,and that he is ''generally optimistic" that
those committees will be effective in reducing opposition, which he termed "decreasing,
but still quite large."
The treaty, in order to be ratified, must win two-thirds Senate approval, which Lott
said he is optimistic the President will get.

He said the President expressed the

notion that the treaty will not be presented to the Senate unless Carter feels he has the
needed number of votes for treaty passage.
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